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Business TALK

Small Businesses Can Buy

Office Space in Greenpoint
Rather Than Rent

GREENPOINT — A tashion: designer,
painter, lighting company, modeling agency,
audio producer, spice broker and prinfing com-
pany arc among the small businesses that have
sigmed conmacts at the new Greenpoint Lofls
cornmercial condos in GreenpoinL

The entreprencurial aspect of the busi-
nsses that are oceupying the huﬂdmg are a nat-
ural fit for the building, which is situated be-
tween Btemer Studivs at the Brouklyn Mavy
Yard and Silveraup Studios in Long lsland City,
seeonhing o Lowis Paopolo, director of sales,
who reports that 30 percent of the lofis have
been sold, _

“The building has atrracted attenition fom
various groups of buyers, all seeldng to invesl in
their office space rather than renl,” Puopolo said,

A midsummer opening and move-in
chate is anticipated for the five-story pre-war for-
mer storage warehouse at 231 Nonman Ave, a
project of developer Vision Group and its mar-

‘keting pariner Upside Ventures, a Manhattan-
based commercial real estate brokerage finm.

“The office condo is he innovative idea
fon savvy divelopers to consider when facing

zoning challenges,” said Ralph Trionfo, manag-
myr principal at Upside Ventures, *The demand
15 strong Hom companies that want o be inoa
creative environment and control their future,™
With 65 units ranping from 600 to 1,150
squre feet, the lofts bring prime work space o
an area with extremely limited offerings in of-
fice space. The building will prowide small busi-
nzss owners and other entrepreneurs with an af-
Tordable alterative to surging rental rates, offr-
ing units at an average of $400 per squane fior,
comparced with $700 o SR00 per square foot
clsewhere in the city. _
In a unique twist to the standard offee
building, Greenpoint Lofls offers buyers ameni-
lics mome common to residential I::ml(hngq
such as a fitess center, modem lobby, bamboo
hardwood floors, tled bathrooms, high-spead
fiber optics, high ceilings, individual storase
spaces, a rooflop conmon area and even a med-
mation center. Two of the unils are penthose
stites which will have their oam outdoor patios
andd panoramic Manhattan wiews,
' — Livcler Crallins
Erooklyn Daily Exgle
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Greenpoint Lofts, where businesses may hu;, commercial Iui’t space for offices

and enjoy a roof deck and health club.
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