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HEMPSTEAD HOTEL CONVERSION

Village OKs plan for
senior housing, stores

BY JAMIE HERZLICH
STAFF WRITER

A plan to convert the Quality
Haotel and Convention Center
in Hempstead into retail stores
and subsidized senjor rentals
has gotten a thumbs up from
the Village of Hempstead.

The hotel's owner, Apple
Core Hotels in Manhattan, has
agreed to sell the 182-room
property o Lihetr:P-' Holdings
LLC, a business affiliated with
developer Frank Lalezarian of
Great Meck, according to real
eslate Sources.

Last Thursday, the Zoning
Appeals Board approved a vari-
ance to allow retail stores to be
added on the ground flaar.

Apple Core declined com-
ment and Lalezarian could not
be reached for comment. But in-
dustry sources say the hotel
may cease aperabion 'b:r yoar
end.

The proposal calls for 105
subskdized housing units for se-
niors owver 65 as well as

Mﬁﬁrsqunm-fﬂﬂ of  retail
along Clinton Street, according
to village officlals

“It’s a slam dunk for the wvil-
lage.” says Mayor James Gar-
ner, who adds there will be no
tax reduction on the property
for 13 years.

The subsidies under the fed-
eral Section 8 program from
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development guar-
antees that low-income resi-
dents pay no more than 3 per-
cent of their income in rent.

More than a third of all rent-
ers on Long Island pay in ex-
cess of 35 percent of their total
income on rent, according to
the Long Island Housing Part-
nership.

“This will help the communi-
ty and revitalize that intersec-
tion." said Ralph Trionfo, presi-
dent of Upside Ventures, a
Manhattan real estate invest
ment firm that is representing
both Apple Core and Liberty.
He said he conducted a nation-
al marketing campaign and

there were no takers looking to
keep a hotel

Village oificials say there isa
real need for Sectbon B units for
seniors, The Village of Hemp-
stead Housing Authority has a
waiting list of about 3,200 peo-
ple for Section B senfors and
families, said Frank Ashby, ex-
ecutive director of the agency.
Advocates for senlors on Ll.'ll1.€
Island complain  about  the
chronic lack of affordable rent-
als.

But David Mosley, president
of the Hempstead Village
Chamber of Commerce, said
there s more need for afford-
able rentals for young couples
and families in the village. Still
others say the proposal is bet-
ter than what is there now and
atill keeps the building on the
tax rolls,

“I'd rather see something pos-
itive there than an eyesore”
noted Bill Hughes, president of
the Coordinating Council of
Civic Associations for the Vil-
lage of Hempstead.
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THE QUALITY HOTEL in Hernpstead will be converted into senior housing complex with stores
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